
PC Boards by the Laser Toner Transfer Method 
 

Many thanx to WEØH, Mike Reid, for introducing me to this easy to use process. 

 
Here is the step by step process I used.   

 
PRINT the resist image onto JetPrint Photo Glossy  Multi-Project paper (available from Wal Mart) 

using a LASER Printer set at the best resolution.   The paper is for ink jet printers, not laser printers.  
The image needs to be a through board view, so it can be printed directly onto the photo paper. It is 
then reversed when the pattern is ironed  onto the board, and is correct for the parts layout on the top 
of the board. 
 

Clean the copper clad well.  Soap and water with Scotchbrite, and Tarn-X are my agents of choice. 

Rinse thoroughly with water. Handle the board by the edges only.  Read the Tarn-X label 
 

CUT the image about 1/2" larger than the board to allow an edge to grab when peeling. 

 

IRON  the printed image onto the copper clad using a sheet of plain paper between the iron and the 

printed transfer paper. Set the iron to the hottest setting (usually cotton)   Get the image plenty hot, 
working the iron over all the image, and look for some small burned areas on the plain paper before 
lifting the iron. About 1 minutes will be close to the time needed, adjust as needed. Dont lean too hard 
on the iron, just be good and firm.  Too much pressure will smash the ink and may create shorts 
between the traces and pads.   Allow the board to cool to near room temperature to solidify the ink. 
 

RINSE  the ironed paper and board under a hot water faucet adjusted to very warm water, but not 

quite hot enough to burn the fingers.  Allow 30 seconds or so  to bring the sandwich up to the water’s 
temperature.  The idea is to heat up the plastic backing of the paper. 
 

PEEL  The whole paper sandwich, keeping the warm water on the joint as you slowly peel it.  The 

idea in this step is to allow the warmth to help separate the ink and plastic film as you peel the film.. 
 
The first board should turn out pretty well..  The process is capable of narrow etched patterns, 
 
Below is a typical board after ironing and removing the paper prior to etching. It is the first one I tried 
with this process.  

 
 
 
 



Etch  I used an etchant of 2 parts hydrogen peroxide and 1 part muriatic acid.  This is powerful stuff 

so handle with care – use rubber gloves, etch outside, and don’t breathe the fumes.  
 
This etchant works quickly,  I agitated the plastic storage container by hand and the etching only took 
about 5 minutes. After etching , neutralize it with something basic,  pour it into a plastic bucket, retrieve 
the board, and  rinse it thoroughly . Then greatly dilute the etchant with water,  maybe 100:1,  and 
dispose of it as you see fit.Acetone cleans off the ink easily, and the etched grooves may need to be 
cleaned out with a tooth brush. 
 
These chemicals are all available from Menards, or Walmart. Any pharmacy, and nearly all grocery 
stores will have the peroxide. 
 

Etched board before removing resist. 

 
 

After Removing Resist With Acetone 

 



 
Partially Populated Board ... Top View 

 
 
 

Photo Paper  This is the photo paper used in the above procedure.  I purchased this package at 

a local office supply store.  
 

 
 

Feel free to email me with any questions at    This is a jpeg image not a link. 
 
Good Luck and have fun making PC boards. 
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